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I
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COMMITTEES:

From Curriculum & Resources Committee:

CRC has approved Spanish 315, entitled "Contemporary Approaches to the Interpretation of Literature" for the Textual Analysis Mode.  The catalog description is as follows:

315  Interpretation of Literature  (1)  Spring 

Prerequisite: Spanish 301 or equivalent, or permission of instructor. 
An introduction to the analysis, interpretation and appreciation of literature, focusing on a variety of texts from the Spanish-speaking world. Special attention will be given to theoretical concerns. All class discussions and writing in Spanish. Moret, Oswald.

#    #     #
CRC has approved a revision to the Psychology major:

1. Add PSYC 241 (Neuroscience I) to our List 2.

2. Allow students to take both the lecture (200-) and the lab (300-level) courses in a particular area of psychology for credit.
Explanation & Justification:

The changes are the result of modifications to three laboratory courses.  The laboratory (300-level) courses in Developmental Psychology, Social Psychology, and Physiological Psychology will become more focused on research methodology in those areas; the lecture (200-level) courses in those areas will provide a broad overview of each topic (as they have always been intended to do).  Up until now the Department had considered the lab- and lecture-based courses to provide the same content in their lecture component (and additional information in the scheduled laboratory meetings). With the approval of changes to these courses the content will no longer overlap and there is no reason for a student to be prevented from taking both courses.

The addition of PSYC 241 (Neuroscience I) to List 2 reflects what has become common practice in the department:  Neuroscience I serves as the lecture-based version of PSYC 348 (Physiological Psychology), and students have been granted List 2 credit for taking it (just as they would have received for PSYC 248 if it were offered).  

The implications of these changes for the student majoring in psychology are minimal.  The changes enhance the student's education in psychology without increasing the demands of the major.  Currently a student must take a total of 9 courses in psychology, of which 4 are prescribed (101, 204, 206, & 396) and 3 (including 2 labs) must be selected from two lists that include our laboratory courses.  We request no change to this, but by requiring the 200-level course as a prerequisite to the lab courses it is likely that a student will take 4 courses from the two lists (the labs and their prereqs) at the expense of a course selected from our other possible electives.

There are minimal resource effects of this change.  PSYC 241 (Neuroscience I -- our de facto PSYC 248 and the prereq for PSYC 348 [the proposed Research Methods in Behavioral Neuroscience]) might enroll more students than it does currently, perhaps to the point of the need for an additional section on occasion. This will be offset by a likely reduction in the number of students taking PSYC 348 and a concomitant decrease in the number of lab sections offered.

#    #     #
CRC approved a revision to the Neuroscience Concentration as follows:
· a student will be required to take a chemistry course.  Because both BIOL 195 and PSYC 101 will remain prereqs for Neuroscience I, all neuroscience concentrators will be exposed to these three disciplines.  

· A student will be required to select 4 additional courses from a long list, and must ensure that they come from at least two different departments.

Justification:  The existing concentration provides the student with a good overview of the field, but has many hidden prerequisites.  Depending on the student’s major, it is possible to complete the concentration by taking as few as 5 courses, but in many cases the minimal number required is as many as 10 – 12.  The proposal will allow greater flexibility while still providing a broad interdisciplinary approach.  Because of the greater flexibility in electives, a student is likely to have the necessary prereqs by virtue of his or her major, so will not have to take an excessive number of courses just to qualify for the neuroscience courses.

Current Requirements for the Neuroscience Concentration:

Neuroscience

Albion’s neuroscience concentration was designed for students who are interested in the neural underpinnings of behavior and cognition. The core courses, Neuroscience I and Neuroscience II, provide students with a multi-disciplinary, multi-divisional introduction to the study of the mind/brain that spans all levels of current neuroscientific research. The four electives allow students to pursue lines of inquiry they find especially attractive in the core courses, and a senior thesis or internship allows them the choice of a theoretical or practical test of their developing skills. Supplementary courses are identified for those who wish further study. This approach to neuroscience provides Albion students with the knowledge, insight and research skills necessary for success in graduate study or careers in the life sciences.

Curriculum—The neuroscience concentration consists of five components:

1.  A two-semester neuroscience core required of all students in the program:

Neuroscience I (covers basic systems, behavioral and cognitive neuroscience) (NEUR 241)

Neuroscience II (covers molecular and cellular neuroscience) (NEUR 242)

Proposed Revisions:

1.  Three courses required of all students in the program:

Neuroscience I (covers basic systems, behavioral and cognitive neuroscience) (NEUR 241) (Prereq: PSY 101 & BIO 195)

Neuroscience II (covers molecular and cellular neuroscience) (NEUR 242) (Prereq: NEUR 241)

Chemistry 107 OR 121 (no prereqs)

2.  Four of the following electives:

Molecular/Cellular Levels

Biochemistry (Chemistry/Biology 337)

Recombinant DNA Techniques (Biology 362)

General Physiology (Biology 341)

Cell Biology (Biology 301)

Biological Electron Microscopy (Biology 364)

Immunobiology (Biology 361)

Endocrinology (Biology 366)

Systems Levels

Behavioral Ecology (Biology 368)

Psychology of Perception (Psychology 343)

Physiological Psychology (Psychology 348)

Psychology of Learning and Memory (Psychology 345)

Cognitive Psychology (Psychology 378)

Philosophy and Cognitive Science (Philosophy 289)

Naturalized Epistemology (Philosophy 315)

Philosophy of Mind (Philosophy 382)

Artificial Intelligence and Robotics (Physics 271)

Replace current item 2 with the following:

2. Four of the following courses, selected from at least two different departments:

· General Physiology (BIOL 341)

· Genetics (BIOL 317)

· Cell Biology (BIOL 301)

· Endocrinology (BIOL 366)

· Developmental Biology (BIOL 324)

· Neurobiology (BIOL 389)

· Comparative Anatomy (BIOL 314)

· Behavioral Ecology (BIOL 368)

· Physiological Psychology (PSYC 348)

· Cognitive Psychology (PSYC 378)

· Neuropsychopharmacology (PSYC 402)

· Philosophy of Mind (PHIL 382)

· Minds, Brains, & Knowledge (PHIL 315)

· Neuroscience & Ethics (PHIL ***)

· *Biochemistry (CHEM/BIOL 337)

· *Recombinant DNA Techniques (BIOL 362)

· *Biological Electron Microscopy (BIOL 364)

· *Immunobiology (BIOL 361)

· *Psychology of Perception (PSYC 243 or 343)

· *Psychology of Learning & Memory (PSYC 245 or 345)

*  In order for this course to be counted toward the Neuroscience Concentration prior approval of the Neuroscience Committee must be received.  Typically this will require that the student and course instructor agree that the student will devote a major project within the course to a topic of direct relevance to neuroscience.

3.  Distribution Requirement: The electives for the program are categorized according to two main levels, i.e., according to whether these courses present material primarily at the molecular/cellular or systems level. Students must elect at least one course from each level, and their four electives must be chosen from at least three different departments.

4.  A senior thesis or internship. (See also p. 102.)

5.  Supplementary courses: Some courses outside of the neuroscience concentration develop techniques or raise issues particularly relevant to neuroscience. While not required, the following courses are recommended:

Organic Chemistry: Reactions (Chemistry 212)

Advanced Laboratory: Biochemistry (Chemistry 323)

Physical Chemistry of Macromolecules 

(Chemistry 351)

Psychology of Language (Psychology 260)

Abnormal Psychology (Psychology 265)

Biomedical Ethics (Philosophy 308)
Drop current Item 3 (rationale follows):
(The Concentration ensures a grounding in the life sciences by virtue of the Biology and Psychology prerequisites for NEUR 241, and the requirement of a Chemistry course.  NEUR 241 and 242 are by their nature interdisciplinary, including topics drawn from biology, psychology, philosophy, and to a lesser extent chemistry.  The requirement that the elective courses be distributed across two departments has two effects: first it helps to promote an interdisciplinary program of study, and second it reduces the number of courses that a student is likely to double-count toward a major and the concentration.)

Renumber:

3.  A senior thesis or internship. (See also p. 102.)

Drop current Item 5 (it was purely informational).
Admission:  The neuroscience concentration is open to all students, regardless of academic major. However, because many of the courses have prerequisites, students who elect the neuroscience concentration are typically majors in biology, chemistry or psychology. Students must be accepted into the program, and thus should contact one of the faculty members listed below for application information. Students are advised to apply by the end of their sophomore year.

For more information, please contact any one of the following faculty members: Michael Anes (Psychology), Ned Garvin (Philosophy), Barbara Keyes (Psychology), Ruth Schmitter (Biology), Jeffrey Wilson (Psychology). 

Remainder unchanged

#   #    #
CRC has approved the following changes to the Biology major and minor:

Under requirements for major:

Biol 322 should be removed from list of courses for analytical lab work (no such course 
anymore);

Change “analytical” to “integrative” – one course of advanced integrative, seminar, or 

individualized study.
Information on Minors

· The Minor in Cell and Molecular Biology and the Minor in Environmental Biology are not open to Biology majors.

·  Students may not choose more than one minor in the Biology Department.  

· All courses for a biology minor must be taken for a numerical grade, except those offered only on a credit/no credit basis.
Requirements for Minor in Cell and Molecular Biology

(same as in current catalog)
Requirements for Minor in Environmental Biology

· Five units in biology, including the following:

Biology 195 

Four of the following, including: 

At least two from 215, 216, 225, 227  

At least one from 206, 210 (requires Chemistry 121 as prerequisite or co-requisite), 237, 365, 368 (365 and 368 require Biology 210 as prerequisite)

BIOL 237, Ecology  - change semester to Fall or Spring 

and change instructor name to Staff  (we are searching for new ecologist)
Last line in description of BIOL 310, Evolution  - change practicum to laboratory 

(change approved by Course Change Committee in Fall 2003)

Change name and catalog description for BIOL 362 to
362
Molecular Biology  
(1)
Fall

Prerequisite:  Biology 210

A combination of lectures, discussions, and student presentations will be used to explore the molecular biology of the cell at an advanced level.  Topics will include:  structure and function of nucleic acids and proteins, control of gene expression, transport of macromolecules within the cell, transport of proteins across membranes, control of cell function via internal and external signals, genetic control of the cell cycle and development, and cell and molecular biology of cancer.  Lab consists of a series of related experiments designed to clone a specific gene, transfect that gene into cultured cells, and monitor the expression of the protein encoded by that gene.  Techniques covered include basic recombinant DNA techniques, cell culture, transfection, DNA hybridization, PCR, and western blotting for analysis of protein expression.

*    *    *

From Global Studies Committee:
The Global Studies Committee has approved PLSC 289.4, Government and Politics of Japan, to be offered in Spring 2004 by Professor Dyron Dabney, as fulfilling the global category credit.
Plsc 289, Human Rights, taught by Claudia Dahlerus, has also been approved for global category credit.

*     *     *
From Course Change Committee:
The Course Change committee has approved the following changes:

The Course Change Committee has approved the following:

   Biology Department


Course Title and Description changes:

362 Recombinant DNA Techniques (1)

Change to:

Molecular Biology (1)

A combination of lectures, discussions, and student presentations will be used to explore the molecular biology of the cell at an advanced level.  Topics will include:   the structure and function of nucleic acids and proteins, the control of gene expression, the transport of macromolecules within the cell, the transport of proteins across membranes,  the control of cell function via internal and external signals, the genetic control of the cell cycle and development, and the cell and molecular biology of cancer.  The lab will consist of a series of related experiments designed to clone a specific gene, transfect that gene into cultured cells, and monitor the expression of the protein encoded by that gene.  Techniques covered will include basic recombinant DNA techniques, cell culture, transfection, DNA hybridization, PCR, and western blotting for the analysis of protein expression.
   English Department

Course Title and Description changes:

344 Sixteenth-Century Literature and Culture (1)

Change to:

344 The Age of Elizabeth (1)

An exploration of Elizabethan literature in its literary and cultural context.  We will examine the ways in which writers deployed poetry, prose, and drama in the service of political ambition, literary aspiration, and religious sentiment, as well as erotic desire.  Our broad goal is to use these literary expressions to discuss the ways that subjectivity in the Renaissance rested uneasily on distinctions between self assertion and narcissism, soul and body, health and disease.  We will also be paying particular attention to  ways in which poetic expression contributes to the gendering of subjectivity.   Offered in alternate years. MacInnes
345  Medieval and Renaissance Women’s Writing (1)

Change to:
345 Redeeming Eve: Renaissance Women’s Writing (1)

An introduction to Renaissance women’s studies and to literature written by English women in the early modern period (1500-1700). The readings combine literature and non-fiction of the period with modern critical works on women in the Renaissance.  We will examine the ways in which authorship was defined in the period and the ways such definitions either excluded or restricted female authors.  Among other things, we will discover why early modern texts written by women are often claimed to be non-existent or are difficult to find.  We will also be paying particular attention to larger issues of Renaissance studies such as the status and role of women, the gendering of subjectivity, and the relationship between gender and sexuality. Offered in alternate years. MacInnes
346  Milton  (1) 

Change to:
346 Voices of Liberty: Milton and the seventeenth century (1)

England in the seventeenth century was a country torn apart by deep divisions, political, social, and religious. From this turmoil, from civil war and political revolution, arose a host of new ideas and new ways of seeing the world. Voices of Liberty  explores the poetry and prose of this period, with special emphasis on John Milton and Paradise Lost.  Discussions will range from cavalier love poetry to grand topics such as good and evil, free will and divine Providence. Offered in alternate years. MacInnes
   Physics Department

PHYS 345     Electronics  (1)

Change course number to: PHYS 245

Course Change has also approved the Education Department's request to increase the number of units for the student teaching semester to 4 units instead of 3.  The change will allow students enrolled in the semester-long secondary student teaching program and seminar to graduate in four years with four units in each of the eight semesters.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

Student Teaching: K-12 and Secondary Student Teaching   (3)          Fall and Spring
(Staff)
Prerequisite:  All education courses
New course numbers will be assigned for these 3-unit courses.
A full-day, semester-long practicum at the secondary level under the supervision of an experienced, well qualified teacher.  Weekly seminars provide a continuing support system for student teachers by establishing an open forum for the sharing of readings, problems, and experiences.

*    *    *
From Faculty Development Committee:

The Faculty Development Committee has approved the following Small Grants:

Claudia Dahlerus (Political Science) for statistical software for research on human rights restrictions and protest events in Europe.

Ralph Davis (Philosophy) for travel to New York to view the Whitney Museum exhibit, "The American Century."

David Green (Chemistry) for equipment for environmental analysis projects.

Frank Machek (Art and Art History) for travel to New York to view the Whitney Museum exhibit, "The American Century."

Marcy Sacks (History) for research on black criminal arrests in New York City before World War I.
Jamie Walter (Psychology) for a study of social and emotional functioning in adolescents.

II
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACADEMIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
The American Center of Oriental Research announces fellowship opportunities in Jordan for 2004-2005 for faculty, post-doctoral researchers, and students.  For more information, see www.bu.edu/acor.

Innovations in International Education, The Third Schreyer National Conference, will be held at State College, Pennsylvania, on March 12-14, 2004.  The conference covers a wide range of issues related to empowering current and future generations of undergraduates for global decision making and leadership.  More information is available at www.outreach.psu.edu/C&I/SchreyerConference.

III
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Jim Ball (Music) was interviewed on radio station WLEN concerning the concert he conducted with the Tecumseh Pops Orchestra on December 7.

Jeff Carrier (Biology) and Jeff's former research student, Nick Whitney ‘00, have had a paper accepted for publication in Animal Behaviour, an international journal specializing in behavior and behavioral ecology. Their paper, Group Courtship, Mating Behaviour, and Siphon Sac Function in the Whitetip Reef Shark, Triaenodon obesus, is scheduled for publication in late 2004.

Jeff has also completed a chapter titled Elasmobranch Courtship and Mating Behavior for a book titled Reproductive Biology and Phylogeny of Chondrichthyes: Sharks, Skates, Stingrays and Chimaeras, edited by William Hamlett (Notre Dame) and scheduled for publication in 2004.

Finally, Jeff's book, The Biology of Sharks and Their Relatives, is scheduled for publication by CRC Press, LLC, March 26, 2004.

Andrew Grossman (Political Science) has been invited to join the Social Science Research Council’s (SSRC) new research project on “Islam in America.” Under the SSRC’s Program on Global Security and Cooperation, four working groups have been formed; Grossman will be part of the “Securitization of Migration: Homeland Security and Muslims in America.” The research project will be funded by the Russell Sage Foundation, The Carnegie Corporation, and the SSRC. 

Dianne Guenin-Lelle (Foreign Languages) presented a paper, "The Role of Music and Music Festivals in Preserving Creole and Cajun Cultures in Acadiana," at the Creole Studies Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana, in late October.

David Hawsey (Vice President for Enrollment) served on a three-person team which conducted a comprehensive review of the science and mathematics programs at Moravian College (PA).  The site visit was sponsored by the Council for Undergraduate Research (CUR), and also included Neal Abraham, Provost at DePauw University, and Michael Tannenbaum, Dean of Sciences at Marist College.  David was also nominated for election to serve as a councilor-at-large on the CUR governing board.

Lisa Lewis (Chemistry/Honors Institute) was invited to present her research on the photocatalytic reduction of chloro(hydro)carbons to the Department of Chemistry at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, during its third annual Symposium for Excellence in Undergraduate Chemical Research.   Eight faculty members from institutions across the nation were honored for their research contributions as well as for their important work as mentors who encourage students to pursue careers in science.  The symposium concluded with a dinner banquet and awards ceremony.

Tim and Beth Lincoln (Geological Sciences) presented "Geology of the Cicero Peak and Mount Coolidge Quadrangles, Black Hills, South Dakota" at the annual meeting of the Geological Society of America in Seattle, WA, on November 5.

Darren Mason (Mathematics & Computer Science) served on the doctoral thesis committee of Ms. Lidiya  Novozhilova, a graduate student at Michigan State University in the Department of  Mathematics.  On Tuesday, November 18, 2003, she successfully defended the thesis, "Axisymmetric Problems in Nonlinear Elasticity : Existence and Global Injectivity of Energy Minimizers and New Classes of Exact Three-Dimensional Motions."

Darren also was lead author on the abstract for the paper "Innovation in a Large  Scale Study Abroad Program in Engineering," which was accepted for inclusion in  the 2004 national meeting of the American Society of Engineering Education, taking place in Salt Lake City, UT, June 20-23, 2004.   Co-authors are Dr. Thomas Maleck (Civil Engineering), Dr. David Prestel (Russian Language & Culture, Chair), and Mr. Paul Streng (Building and Construction Management), all faculty members at Michigan State University.

Dean McCurdy (Biology) and undergraduate student Kristin Degel (’02) have had their paper entitled, “Impacts of elevated temperature on emergence of trematode cercariae from the mud snail Ilyanassa obsoleta (Say),” accepted for publication by the journal MarSci. The paper will appear in a 2004 issue of the journal. 

Dean also received word that a second paper entitled “The functional significance of intersexes in the intertidal amphipod Corophium volutator” has been accepted for publication by the Journal of Crustacean Biology.  Albion students Sean Logan (’03) and Michael Kopec (’04) are co-authors on this paper, which will appear in a 2004 issue of the journal.
Larry Taylor (Geology emeritus) presented this year's Schleg Memorial Lecture on October 14, entitled "The Outrageous Hypothesis of J Harlen Bretz: A Perspective on the Life of a World Renowned Geologist and Teacher."  In the 1920’s Bretz, Albion Class of 1905, proposed that the Channeled Scablands, that covered over half the State of Washington, were the result of catastrophic glacial floods. For decades he was challenged by prominent geologists, but was vindicated when aerial photographs and satellite images clearly supported his hypothesis.  Larry and colleagues recently uncovered evidence for similar catastrophic glacial floods in south-central Michigan. Their evidence is presented in the following papers: "Sedimentary and Stratigraphic Evidence for Subglacial Flooding, South-central Michigan, U.S.A," Quaternary International Journal vol. 90, p. 87-115, 2002, Timothy G. Fisher & Lawrence D. Taylor; "Boulder-gravel Hummocks and Wavy Basal Till Contacts: Products of Subglacial Meltwater Flow Beneath the Saginaw Lobe, South-central Michigan, U.S.A.," Boreas, vol 32, p.328-336, Timothy G. Fisher, Lawrence D. Taylor, & Harry M. Jol. 

Jamie Walter and Drew Christopher (Psychology), in collaboration with Drs. Pam Marek (Anderson College) and Cynthia Koenig (St. Mary's College of Maryland) will have a paper entitled "Using a 'New Classic' Film to Teach About Stereotyping and Prejudice" published in Teaching of Psychology.

IV
MISCELLANEOUS

"Faculty Development Opportunities -Technology"

Please see the website at http://www.albion.edu/it/profdevops.asp for information on colleagues at the GLCA and ACM seeking collaborators.  You will also find information on how to find collaborators for your technology intensive research or teaching projects.

*  Faculty are invited to send copies of publications to Jennifer Thomas, Library Archivist, to be included in the College’s collections.

