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I
COMMITTTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
From Curriculum & Resources Committee:
C&RC has approved the following requirements for a Minor in Secondary Health for Teacher Certification:
Course number and units

Course name


Suggested sequence

PHED 203 
(1/2 unit) 

First Aid & CPR

Fall – Senior

PHED 220
(1/2 unit)

Foundations for

Spring – Sophomore






Health Education

PHED 240
(1/2 unit)

Sport Nutrition

Fall – Sophomore

PHED 280
(1/2 unit)

Contemporary Health

Fall – Sophomore

PHED
301
(1 unit)


Coordinated School

Fall – Sophomore






Health Program






(Prerequisite for PHED 






390, 395, & 303)

PHED 303
(1/2 unit)

Measurement &

Fall – Junior






Evaluation in Health






& Physical Education

PHED 320
(1/2 unit)

Mental Health Skills

Spring – Sophomore

PHED 329
(1 unit)


Sexuality Education

Fall - Junior

PHED 390  
(1/2 unit)

Materials in Secondary
Fall – Senior






Health Education

PLUS

PHED 395
(1 unit)


Secondary Health 

Fall – Senior






Education Models

PHED 310
(1 unit)


Movement, Brain 

Spring – Junior






Development & the 
Classroom Teacher

PHED 360
(1 unit)


Special Education in

Fall – Junior or Senior






Physical Education

COMPLETION OF ALL OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION.
#    #    #
The Historical & Cultural Analysis Subcommittee of C&RC has approved PLSC289, "Political Parties in the U.S.,” for the Historical and Cultural Analysis Mode, pending its approval as a new course with a permanent number by the Course Change Committee. 

This course examines the evolution of the party system in the U.S. and roles political parties play in contemporary American politics.  Considerable attention will be given to party realignments, third party movements and advancements, party infighting, and bipartisan cooperation.  The question of party decline and alternative institutions of interest articulation will be addressed in this course.

The Textual Analysis Subcommittee has approved PLSC 323, "Introduction to Constitutional Law," for the Textual Analysis Mode.  

323 Introduction to Constitutional Law (1) Fall 

Methods of legal reasoning and analysis are taught through the study of the United States Supreme Court and basic cases in constitutional law. The writing and arguing of case briefs are required.   (Rose)
#    #    #
From Global Studies Committee:

The Global Studies Committee has approved the following courses as fulfilling the Global Studies Category requirement:

A/S 289:1  Anthropology of Tourism (Instructor:  Satsuka)
This course explores knowledge production in anthropology and tourism. Anthropology and tourism share similar practices—both involve traveling and encountering the Other. Anthropology as a human science and tourism as a late-capitalist mode of commerce each produce and circulate knowledge about the Other. What do we exchange along with scientific information and/or economic transactions? We will examine how anthropology helps construct tourist fantasies of the exotic, and in turn, how modern travel practices shape the way anthropologists produce knowledge about the Other. Since the ways in which people move across space shape the experiences of travel encounters, we will pay specific attention to the various legacies of movements of people such as colonialism, nation-state building, migration and diaspora, cosmopolitanism, transnational capitalism, scientific explorations, and adventure. By examining the intersection of anthropology and tourism, we will explore what kind of interactions are emergent in what we call “globalization.”

A/S 289:2  Anthropology of Japan (Instructor: Satsuka)
This course examines how what we know as Japan and its culture has been constructed through various types of travel interaction. The course consists of three parts: (1) 19th century travel encounters and the making of modern Japan, (2) 20th construction of Japan as an object of anthropological knowledge, and (3) contemporary cultural expressions of travel to and from Japan.

French 301  Advanced Oral and Written Expression I (Instructors: Dianne Guenin-Lelle & Emmanuel Yewah)
This class, which fulfills the Global Studies Category requirement, is designed for students who are just beginning to learn at the advanced level.  In this class, students will learn how to sound and act more like a “typical” French person.  Here is how: Students will develop important communication skills in the French language, studying grammar and syntax, as well as the suitable registers for interpersonal communication, appropriate vocabulary and expressions for verbal communication, non-verbal cues and culturally-specific idiomatic usage.  Relating to more culturally-based critical thinking skills, students will learn the processes of conversation development, thesis formation and strategies for argumentation operating within French cultural norms, which are different from American norms. Conducted in French.

FRNL 105  Intercultural Understanding (Instructor: Perry Myers) scheduled to be offered in Fall 2005:
Course Description: As the world continues to become increasingly “interdiverse”--diverse across traditional borders and cultural boundaries--there will be more demand in the workplace and for communities to effectively negotiate otherness. In this context, this course is designed: 1) to explore a theoretical model of how cultures are derived and what it means to interact across cultural boundaries; 2) to apply these theoretical models in the second half of the course to select global issues to explore the potentialities and hazards of negotiating global issues across borders. This will include an examination of such broader themes as cultural history and identity, and also more specific manifestations of intercultural conflict such as colonialism and economic hegemony. The entire course will be supplemented throughout with case studies and experiential exercises. This course will be particularly useful for pre-professional students who want to attain those skills and knowledge to effectively function in an international context. 

PLSC 356  Human Rights in the Modern World (Instructor: Claudia Dahlerus) scheduled to be offered in Fall 2005.
Course Description:  The course introduces the key concepts and theoretical tools for understanding human rights and human rights policy in the context of the modern world (encompassing the late 19th century).  Human rights are examined in a global comparative context with emphases on all the major world regions: Africa, Latin America, the Middle East, Europe/Eurasia, Asia, and North America. The central theories and concepts of comparative politics and international relations are deployed to understand and explain how and why governments protect (or fail to) human rights; the distinction among “first,” “second,” and “third generation” human rights; and the intersection among citizens, governments, and non-governmental organizations that work to investigate and protect against human rights abuses ranging from state sponsored murder and genocide, to infringements on religious freedom and political expression. 

#    #    #
From Course Change Committee:
Course Change Committee has approved the following new courses:

ART 357    Book Arts



Instructor: McCauley

(1)
Prerequisites: Drawing 121 plus one other studio

Course Description:  Book Arts is a course designed to teach students the traditional and contemporary craft of handmade books.  Students will investigate several book forms.  Hands-on demonstrations will allow students to gain experience in a wide range of book structures as preparation for individual creations.  Students will make one-of-a-kind books including folded, sewn, and bound structures examining the numerous physical forms and constructions that books employ.  We will, of necessity, devote most of our efforts to making blank books as model of various structures though students are encouraged to introduce text and/or images.  Based on those explorations students will create four unique presentations in structure and content.  Each of these mandatory book projects will require visual content.
E&M 382   Strategic Management

Instructor:
Frandsen
(1)
Offered      Fall      Spring
TBD (scheduled for Fall 2005)

Prerequisites:
Senior standing and EM 359 plus one of EM 336, 348, 355, or 357; or permission of the instructor

Course Description:  Primarily through the use of case studies, participants will consider the roles of CEOs and other top executives.  We will take the executives’ view in looking at corporate strategy formulation and implementation in terms of the competitive environment, the integration of functions within the firm, and the concerns of stakeholders inside and outside the organization.  Ways in which firms may gain and maintain competitive advantage will be examined.  Specific topics may vary in response to current events in the business world.

FRNL 105   Intercultural Understanding
Instructor: Myers
(1)
Offered  __ Fall __Spring. Every 3 Years
Prerequisite(s): None

Course Description:   See above under Global Studies Committee. 

HIST 380    Harlem Renaissance

Instructor: Sacks
(1)
Offered  __ Fall __Spring

Prerequisite(s): 100-level history course

Course Description:  In-depth study of the “New Negro” movement of the 1920s with its emphasis on the emergence of a black artistic community.  Examination of the major literary figures of black America in that era, as well as artists, intellects, and political activists.  Considerable focus on the racial climate of the post-WWI period that served as a backdrop to the Harlem Renaissance.

Course Change Committee has approved the following changes to existing courses:

GEOL 306 - formerly "Glaciers and the Pleistocene" will be "Glaciers and Climate Change"   
Alternate years--offered 2005-06  
Instructor:  Wilch
(1)
Course description:   Dynamics of glacier flow, origin of glacial features, events of the Pleistocene Epoch with emphasis on the Great Lakes area, Earth’s climate history, causes of ice ages, recent and future climate change. Lecture, laboratory, field trips. 

Course Number - HIST 340*   Changing Roles, Changing History: Women in U.S., 1877-present

Instructor:   Trisha Franzen

(1)
Offered  __ Fall _X_Spring

Prerequisite(s): Previous coursework in Women’s Studies or History

Course Description:  Does some shared history link the American Indian girls sent to BIA boarding schools at the turn of the century with the immigrant girls who labored for the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory? How is "women's" history different? What difference does women’s history make to U.S. history? This course considers such questions by examining the situations of women in the U.S. from 1877 forward. It introduces students to the theories and methods of women's history that scholars have developed over the last three decades. Central to this course is the recognition that women's experiences are no simple parallels to men's.  Women’s experiences are complex and varied, involving differences among women such as those based on sexuality, class, race, and regional factors.

#    #    #

From Gender & Ethnicity Committee:
G&E has approved both WGS 116, Introduction to Gender Studies and WGS 289, Third Wave Feminism for gender category for Fall 2005, taught by Kathryn Ziegler.

#    #    #

From Environmental Studies Category Committee:

The Environmental Studies Category Committee has approved the following courses for the Environmental category for Fall 2005:

E&M 273: Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (Hakes)
Geol 106: Geological Hazards (B.Lincoln)
Geol 306:  Glaciers and Climate Change (Wilch)
#    #    #

From Faculty Development Committee:

The Faculty Development Committee has approved the following grants:

Combined Large and Small Grants:

Andrew Bishop (Music) for professional mastering and release of Hank Williams Project.

Tammy Jechura (Psychology) for telemetric data acquisition equipment for research on sleep deprivation.

Tom Johnson (Physical Education) for physical screening research on children in suburban Atlanta, plus conducting of teacher workshop.

Vanessa McCaffrey (Chemistry) for research on molecular magnetism.

Charles Moreau (Physics) for fabrication and characterization of nanostructural silver films for use in weak localization experiments.

Doug Rose (Music) for participation of Albion Pro Choral in "Festival 500: Sharing the Voices" in St. John's, Newfoundland.

Marcy Sacks (History) for research in New York City, Albany, and Philadelphia on nineteenth-century black American children.

Large Grants:

Mark Bollman (Mathematics) for development of Advanced Placement workshop on statistics.

Andrew French (Chemistry) for collaborative research in Wales on chiral hypervalent iodine reagents.

Andrew Grossman (Political Science) for attendance at a workshop and other sessions at the International Studies Association annual meeting in Hawaii.

Tim and Beth Lincoln (Geological Sciences) for field and laboratory research on the geology of the Black Hills.

Sheila Lyons-Sobaski (Biology) for research on the population genetics of peripheral plant populations of Rose Pink, Sabatia angularis, from Michigan.

Ian MacInnes (English) for adding electronic texts to Early English Books Online (EEBO) library database.

Darren Mason (Mathematics) for development of new mathematical algorithms designed for non-cubic crystalline systems.

Small Grants:

Drew Christopher (Psychology) for page charges for article in North American Journal of Psychology.
Tim and Beth Lincoln (Geological Sciences) for electron microprobe analyses of rock samples from the Black Hills.

Melissa Mercer (Education) for creation of Inquiry Carts for use in Elementary Science and Mathematics Methods class.

Melissa Mercer (Education) for purchase of leveled children's books for use in Reading and Writing in the Content Area class.

Bob Moss (Physical Education) for attendance at Great Lakes Athletic Trainers Association Symposium.

Ken Saville (Biology) for attendance at workshops and other sessions at Drosophila research meeting in San Diego.

Bruce Weaver (Speech Communication) for attendance at sessions offered by the Biennial Conference on Communication and the Environment at Jekyll Island.

II
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACADEMIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
The following new books on teaching/learning issues are now available in the Albion College Library:

Bain, Ken.  What the Best College Teachers Do.  Harvard University Press, 2004.  This book, the conclusion of a fifteen-year study of nearly one hundred college teachers in a wide variety of fields, reflects on the question of what makes great teachers great.  LB2331.B34 2004.

Finkel, Donald L.  Teaching With Your Mouth Shut. Boynton/Cook Publishers, 2000.  Each chapter presents a case study, a story, or a sustained image of a teaching situation--a set of "circumstances" that produces significant learning in students.  The book suggests models for teaching that go beyond "telling" the students what we know.  LB1026.F49 2000.

Freedman, Diane P., and Martha Stoddard Holmes, eds.  The Teacher's Body: Embodiment, Authority, and Identity in the Academy.  State University of New York Press, 2003.  This collection of essays addresses "a range of embodied identities usually disguised, muted, or excluded from the role of the classroom teacher."  A particularly innovative feature is the examination of the experiences of teachers with disabilities and serious illnesses, as well as other issues that have generally been neglected in discussions of pedagogy.  LB2331.T317 2003.

Zull, James E. The Art of Changing the Brain: Enriching the Practice of Teaching by Exploring the Biology of Learning.  Stylus Publishing, 2002.  This book explores the theme that scientific knowledge about the brain can contribute to the enhancement of teaching techniques.  LB1057.Z85 2002.

The above books were purchased with Faculty Development Committee funding for the Albion College Microteaching Workshop.  Check them out!

III
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Luti Erbeznik’s (Biology) abstract "Role-Playing to Actively Learn About Extremophiles" has been accepted for presentation at the 12th Annual ASM Conference for Undergraduate Educators to be held June 3-5, 2005 at Emory University in Atlanta.  
Also, Luti and 13 students who took his Fall 2004 Environmental Microbiology class have been invited to present their work - posters and brochure - on identification of unknown bacteria from Rice Creek at this spring's Michigan Branch of the American Society for Microbiology symposium. The posters or the brochure were the final Bio 365 laboratory assignment for a semester-long research project in which students worked in teams to analyze Rice Creek bacteria by biochemical and molecular methods. The symposium will be April 2nd at Delta College, Bay County, Michigan.

Dianne Guenin-Lelle (Foreign Languages) presented a paper, “Transnational Roots: Tradition and Ritual in Cajun and Zydeco Music,” at the Louisiana Historical Association Meeting, Lafayette, LA, March 2005.

Cherie Hatlem (Registrar) is serving as Chair of the Data and Technology Committee for MACRAO (Mich. Assoc. of College Registrars and Admissions Officers) that is sponsoring six sessions for the annual conference November 2005 and a preconference workshop on FERPA presented by Richard Rainsberger who edited the last two editions of the FERPA Guide for AACRAO.

Cherie is also Chair of the Small College Issues Committee for AACRAO (American Assoc of College Registrars and Admissions Officers).  This committee is sponsoring 15 sessions at this April's international conference in New York City, and she is presenting “Ethical Situations in the Workplace” and “How Was I Supposed to Know That?” - training session for new staff.  

Additionally, Cherie was just elected to serve on the 2005-2006 Nominations and Elections Committee. She is one of seven new members of that Committee who will serve with the incoming chair and vice-chair.  Election to the Nominations and Elections Committee is a worthy achievement and is one of the highest honors that can be bestowed upon a member of AACRAO inasmuch as it is the only position

that is elected directly by the members of the Association.

Suellyn Henke (Education) co-presented a workshop and poster session, Digging Through History:  A Service-Learning Project For Pre-service Elementary Teachers,  with Albion students Amy Fitzsimmons, Jayne Godlew, Chris Hines, and Kaitlin Van Patten at the  9th Annual Institute for Service Learning Conference: Deepening the Commitment  to Student Engagement through Quality Teaching, February 18, 2005 at Adrian, Michigan.
Deborah Kanter (History) has been selected as a consultant to redesign the permanent exhibition of the Jane Addams Hull-House Museum in Chicago. The project has received a Planning Grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Hull House, a world-famous settlement house, was located in the largest Mexican neighborhood in the city.  Deborah will share her expertise in the history of Mexico and Mexican Chicago at a planning summit in Fall 2005. 

Darren Mason (Mathematics & Computer Science) was nominated in February 2005 to the Selection Committee of the Society for Natural Philosophy (NPS).  The NPS, founded in 1963 by the late Clifford Truesdell, nourishes specific research aimed at the unity of mathematical and physical science.  It seeks to recognize and promote work of high quality.  It operates through organization of selective meetings on topics of common interest to small groups of mathematicians, physicists, chemists, and engineers.  For more information, see http://www.ms.uky.edu/~snp/.

In February, Dean McCurdy (Biology) received two grants from the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute (Hastings, Michigan) to conduct research on Michigan amphibians this coming summer (total award = $20,000).  One of the grants will allow McCurdy and student Kristen Krum (’08) to investigate a pathogen that has been linked to declines in frog populations in the Great Lakes region. The second grant will support research to be done by McCurdy and student Keith Sprague (’06) on small-scale habitat selection by woodland salamanders. Both projects will employ new technology and techniques developed at Albion with the support of our Foundation for Interdisciplinary Studies and Foundation for Undergraduate Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity.

Dean has also accepted a nomination to serve on the Advisory Board of the Midwest Instructional Technology Center (MITC) as a faculty/staff representative for the GLCA/ACM. MITC’s objective is to promote multi-campus collaborations that improve teaching and learning for undergraduate students through the use of instructional technology.

Greg Saltzman (Economics and Management) has been nominated for a three-year term on the national executive board of the Labor and Employment Relations Association.  LERA nominates two candidates for each executive board vacancy; the election will be held later this year.

IV
MISCELLANEOUS
The grant proposal form is now available online at the grants web site www.albion.edu/grants.  Hard copies of this form are also available in the Academic Dean's office and from the Director of Corporation and Foundation Relations, 327 Ferguson. Other information of interest to grant seekers and grant winners is also available at the "grants" web site.  More information on specific grant opportunities will follow in the near future.
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