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I
COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Course Change Committee
The Course Change Committee has approved the following changes to major/minors/concentrations:

Anthropology and Sociology – Combined major

a) No more than two units from an off-campus study program may be counted toward the major.

b) Required Anthropology courses changed to reflect current course offerings

Old Catalog: “eight units including 105, 343, one course in anthropological approaches to the human past (241, 242 or 361), one course in cultural studies (220, 310, 332, 362 or 366), and one course in an ethnographic area (254, 256, 263 or 248).”  

New Catalog: “eight units including 105, 343, one course in anthropological approaches to the human past (241 or 242), one course in cultural studies (220, 271, 310, 332, 362 or 366), and one course in an ethnographic area (238, 248, 256, 263, or 264).”

Art / Art History

a) All major are required to participate in an Art and Art History Symposium in the spring of their senior year.

b) A requirement of minimum of one non-western Art-History course at or above the 200 level was added to the B.A. in Art History - Major.  Courses that currently meet this requirement are


205: History of African Art


206: Art of Ancient Egypt and North Africa


319: Controversy of Non-Western Art

Dance Minor
The dance minor has undergone general revision, so all of the minor requirements, as accepted by course change is included.

Technique:  2 units (~4 classes)- Technique courses may be repeated one time for credit toward the dance minor

Required Courses

THEA 134 Ballet Technique (1/2 unit)

THEA 135 Jazz Technique (1/2 unit)

THEA 186 Modern Technique (1/2 unit)

½ additional unit to be completed by repeating one of the above courses or from the courses listed below

THEA 185 Ballroom and Folk Dance (taken twice for ¼ unit each time)

THEA 391 or 392 Dance Internship (1/2 or 1 unit) 

Performance:  1 unit (~2 classes)

THEA 208 Dance Repertory (1/2 unit. Audition required.)  This course may be repeated one time for credit toward the dance minor.

THEA 332 Albion Repertory Dance Company- (1/2 unit per semester. If selecting this course, you must enroll in Fall and Winter semesters of 1 academic year. Audition required.)

Theory:  3 units (~ 3 classes)

Required

THEA 260 Art of Dance (1 unit) 

Two Additional units must be taken with a combination of the following courses:

THEA 330 Dance Pedagogy (1/2 unit)

THEA 331 Dance Composition (1/2 unit)

THEA 360 Identity in Dance (1 unit)

THEA 411 or 412 Directed Study

Economics and Management
Changed list of courses required for the Minor in Management.

Old Catalog: Five units in economics and management, including: 101 and 211, plus three from 212, 311, 312, 336, 341, 342, 344, 348, 350, 353, 355, 357, 359, 368, 376 and (with approval of the department chair) 389.

New Catalog: Five units in economics and management, including: 101, 211 and either 259 or 359, plus two additional units from 212, 259, 311, 312, 336, 341, 342, 344, 348, 350, 353, 355, 357, 359, 368, 376, 382 and (with approval of the department chair) 389. 

Ford Institute Concentration

E&M 101 was added to a list of allowed courses to meet general requirements.

Geology
a) Math 210 has been added to the list of acceptable cognate courses for the G-Track Geology Major.

b) Biology 310 has been added to the list of possible courses fulfilling the Paleontology Minor for Geology Majors

c) Physics 206 has been added to the list of cognate courses for the Major in Earth Science.

Gerstacker Institute Concentration

An overall 3.0 GPA must now be maintained for the Gerstacker Concentration.  Here is the proposed catalog language to be inserted:

“Academic Standards – Members of the Gerstacker Institute must maintain an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher and a GPA of 3.0 or higher in all of the courses required for the concentration or minor, whichever they are pursuing.  Students who fail to meet this standard will be placed on probation initially and given a chance to improve their grades.  Probationary status may be extended for multiple semesters as long as the student is making progress toward meeting the standards.  All required courses must be taken for a numerical grade, except those offered only on a credit/no-credit basis.”

Modern Languages

a) In response to MDE reviewers, two additional courses were added to the K-12 certification program.  Those courses are: EDUC 371: Literacy Pedagogy (Elementary) and EDUC/FRNL 345: Methods of Teaching Foreign Languages.

b) In response to a mandate from MDE, all Elementary, Secondary, and K-12 Certification Program World Language teachers must receive a minimum pass rating of “Advanced Low” on a certified Oral Proficiency Interview.

Political Science
a) Removed PLSC 202 from the list of requirements for the Minor, and added the following text “one unit in political theory, one unit of any course that qualifies as comparative (305, 319, 352, or any 289 that the chair qualifies as comparative).” 

b) Made the 5 required units in PLSC for Minor with Secondary Education Certification the same as for the Political Science Minor listed above in a).

The Course Change Committee has approved the following new courses:

Course Number: ARTH 208

Title: Early Christian & Byzantine Art

Instructor:  Morrow


Units 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  Twice per week for 1.5 hours per meeting Prerequisites:  
none

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Course Description: Provides students with a foundation of knowledge in Early Christian and Byzantine Art.  Exposes students to a great variety of art forms including painting, sculpture, textile, metalwork, glasswork, architecture and illumination created from the period of the late Roman Empire and early Middle Ages to the fifteenth century in the eastern Empire, or Byzantium.  Emphasizes the identification of works, styles, artists and the broad political/religious contexts in which pieces of art were conceived and executed.

Course Number: COMM 242
Title: Professional Communication

Instructor:  Erlandson


Offered: Summer
Units 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  Twice per week for 3 to 4 hours per meeting Prerequisites:  
Member of Gerstacker Inst. or by permission

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Course Description: This course focuses on the types of individual communication skills that enhance a person's professional and career development. It also teaches skills that can be applied to communication typically encountered in the business world. Students will have the opportunity to improve their writing skills, their presentation skills, and their ability to communicate and work with others.

Course Number: ENGL 275 
Title: Screenwriting Fundamentals

Instructor:  Brown


Offered: Spring
Units 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  Twice per week for 2 hours per meeting Prerequisites:  
English 101 or permission of the instructor

Course Fee Amount: $ 20

Course Description: This class will be an intensive study of feature-film screenplay format and structure, including a workshop of student step outlines, treatments, and screenplays.  In the first part of the semester, students will be assigned exercises addressing specific screenwriting issues, including character, setting, dialogue, and subtext, and asked to read and analyze already-produced screenplays. In the second part, students will be required to write and revise a short (minimum forty-five-minute) script.
Course Number: THEA 330


Title: Dance Pedagogy

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Fall

Units: 0.5

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 2 hr per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

New Course Description: This course is designed to introduce students to teaching methods within the dance discipline for K-12, studio, and higher educational settings.  Content includes:  structuring the technique, improvisation, dance history, and composition courses for the K-12 audience, curriculum planning, lesson plan development, dance technique and historical reference for the studio teacher, and planning for the subject specific course.  

Course Number: THEA 360


Title: Identity in Dance

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Spring
Units: 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 2 hr per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

New Course Description: This course is designed to introduce students to dance as a cultural, contextual, creative, and disciplined art form through the lens of gender and ethnic studies.  Topics include: who is responsible for making contemporary theatrical dance the soapbox we understand it to be, and how gender and ethnicity have impacted choreographic and performance identities as well as teaching practices.   The course also examines how dance performance has evolved in response to, and as a result of, changing times and attitudes throughout history, social and political events, and popular culture.

Course Number: THEA 391


Title: Dance Internship

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Summer
Units: 0.5

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: Varies, with a minimum total hours of instruction equal to the one semester of a one-half unit dance technique course.

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

New Course Description: This course provides credit for attendance at a professional summer dance festival.  Festival requirements must maintain or exceed the physical and intellectual rigor, professional expectations and number of hours spent within a technique class on campus. Instructor permission required. Credit/No Credit only.  This course is not repeatable for credit.  
Course Number: THEA 392


Title: Dance Internship

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Summer
Units: 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: Varies, with a minimum total hours of instruction equal to the one semester of a one-unit dance technique course.

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

New Course Description: This course provides credit for attendance at a professional summer dance festival.  Festival requirements must maintain or exceed the physical and intellectual rigor, professional expectations and number of hours spent within a technique class on campus. Instructor permission required. Credit/No Credit only.  This course is not repeatable for credit.  
The Course Change Committee has approved the following prerequisite changes:

Course Number: E&M 342

Title: Auditing

Old Prerequisites: E&M 311, Statistics

New Prerequisites: E&M 311 or E&M 312, Statistics

Course Number: E&M 382

Title: Strategic Management

Old Prerequisites: E&M 359, Statistics

New Prerequisites: E&M 259 or E&M 359, and senior standing
Additional Change: to be offered Fall or Spring (previously was Fall only)

The Course Change Committee has approved the following course description changes:

Course Number: GEOL 310 



Old Title: Igneous and Metamorphic Petrology

New Title: Igneous and Metamorphic Geochemistry

Instructor:  Menold


Offered: As needed

Units 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  4X for 50 min., per week 

Prerequisites:  Geol 204

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description: Genesis and occurrence of igneous and metamorphic rocks, with emphasis on the behavior of magmas during cooling, the origin of crystalline rocks and the physicochemical theories of metamorphism. Includes thin-section study of igneous and metamorphic rocks, interpretation of phase diagrams, graphical interpretation of petrochemical data and geochemical modeling. Offered as needed. Menold.

New Course Description: Petrogenesis and occurrence of igneous and metamorphic rocks with emphasis using geochemical tools to understand the behavior of magmas, origin of crystalline rock and the physiochemical theories of metamorphism.  Includes interpretation of phase diagrams, use and interpretation of geochemical data and modeling, and isotope geochemistry.  Offered as needed. Menold

Course Number: PHYS 105


Title: Introductory Astronomy

Instructor:  Zellner



Offered: Fall and Spring
Units 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  3X for 50 min., plus 1 3-hr lab per week Prerequisites:  
High school algebra

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description: The techniques of modern astronomy and the perspective on our place in the universe that has been obtained with these techniques. This course satisfies the Scientific Analysis Mode requirement.  Lecture and laboratory. 

New Course Description: A study of the night sky, planets, stars, galaxies, cosmology, and our place in the universe, along with discussion of observational techniques and space missions. This course is not intended for science and math majors or minors or students who have taken physics or calculus in high school.  Lecture and laboratory, with additional multiple observing sessions required.  

Course Number: THEA 134


Title: Ballet Technique

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Fall and Spring
Units: 0.5

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 2 hrs per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description:  A study of basic body positions and motions in ballet.  The fundamental ballet exercises are taught at the barre, followed by center practice and combinations of dance steps.

New Course Description:  A study of basic to intermediate movement vocabulary in the ballet discipline.  Class structure consists of barre, center floor, progressions, and the occasional study of ballet variations.  Historical reference and movement analysis is explored through video viewings, lecture, readings, and some brief writing assignments.  This course may be repeated once for credit toward the dance minor.  

Course Number: THEA 185


Title: Ballroom and Folkdance

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Spring
Units: 0.25

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 1 hr per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description:  Includes the tango, waltz, foxtrot, jitterbug, Charleston, polka, cha-cha, Mambo, Eastern Swing, contra dances, English country dances and others as time permits.  No previous dance experience is necessary. 

New Course Description:  A study of basic social dances in partner and group structures with historical references and opportunities to fuse traditional social dances with contemporary styles.  Styles may include:  waltz, swing, tango, foxtrot, mambo, cha-cha and others as time permits.  No previous dance experience is necessary; theoretical concepts will be addressed in lectures, video viewings, readings, and occasional brief writing assignments.  Repeatable one time for credit toward dance minor.  

Course Number: THEA 186


Title: Modern Technique

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Fall
Units: 0.5

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 2 hr per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description:  Presents basic dance concepts and techniques drawn from modern forms within the framework of dance as a performing art.  Exposes students to improvisation and simple composition problems, choreographers and performers. 

New Course Description:  A study of basic to intermediate movement vocabulary in modern dance utilizing a range of movement styles, philosophies, and techniques that represent modern and post-modern aesthetics.  The history and movement analysis of modern dance is explored through video viewings, lecture, readings, and some brief writing assignments.  The course may be repeated one time for credit toward the dance minor.

Course Number: THEA 208


Title: Dance Repertory

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Spring
Units: 0.5

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 2 hr per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description: Students learn and rehearse dance routines each class period in preparation for the spring performance.

New Course Description:  An exposure to the creative process of concert dance production through rehearsal and performance in the Spring Dance Concert.  Audition required.  Students will perform in faculty and guest artist works as well as have the opportunity to adjudicate choreography to be included in the concert program.  This course may be repeated one time for credit toward the dance minor.

Course Number: THEA 260


Title: Art of Dance

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Fall and Spring
Units: 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 2 hr per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description: Explores the art forms of five different types of dance (modern, ballet, folk, ballroom and African dance's influence on jazz and tap) through use of video, readings, discussion and active participation.  Studio sessions are geared to beginners.  Everyone should be able to participate equally; students will not be graded on previously acquired dance skilled. 

New Course Description: A survey dance history course exploring the evolution of ballet, jazz, tap, and modern dance forms through lecture, readings, video viewings, research, and beginning-level dance technique. Major themes include the analysis of historical, choreographic, and technical examples within four dance disciplines and a range in styles of dance presentation.    

Course Number: THEA 331


Title: Dance Composition

Instructor:  Vaughan-Southard

Offered: Fall

Units: 0.5

Frequency and Duration of Meetings:  2X for 2 hr per meeting each week

Prerequisites:  
None 

Course Fee Amount: $ 0

Old Course Description: Students choreograph dances for the spring performance. 

New Course Description: This course examines the tools and elements needed in crafting concert dance works.    Major themes revolve around the generation of movement, the crafting of choreography, and modes for delivering verbal and written criticism.

The Course Change Committee approved the following course number and/or title changes:

Old Number and Title: ARTH 210: Art of Egypt and Mesopotamia

New Number and Title: ARTH 206: Art of Egypt and North Africa

Old Number and Title: ARTH 211: Art of Greece and Rome

New Number and Title: ARTH 209: Art of Greece and Rome

II
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

The MEEMIC® Foundation for the Future of Education has awarded the Fritz Shurmur Education Institute at Albion College a $2,500 grant to support the College’s “Maymester” teacher education project.  The grant, submitted by Shurmur Director, Mae Ola Dunklin, will fund this spring’s Maymester Showcase Learning Fair, an event which features the work of Albion’s teacher education students and their pupils. The Learning Fair is a component of an intensive three-week pre-service teaching Maymester program during which Albion’s prospective teachers work closely with teachers and students from the Albion Public Schools.
The Council of Independent Colleges and the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History announces Slave Narratives, a seminar for faculty members, June 15-18, 2008, at Yale University.  This is a multidisciplinary seminar for full-time faculty in history, English, and related fields, and all expenses, except travel, are covered by the Gilder Lehrman Institute.  Travel funds will be covered by the Academic Affairs Office.  Thirty faculty are selected to participate, and must be nominated by the chief academic officer.   Faculty interested in being nominated should contact Lori Duff.  Deadline for completed nomination packages is March 14, 2008.

The Aspen Institute announces The Wye Faculty Seminar, July 19-25, 2008, in Queenstown, Maryland.  The Aspen Institute and the Association of American Colleges and Universities invite nominations of one or two faculty members to attend one of the premier faculty development programs in the country, the 2008 Wye Faculty Seminar on Citizenship and the American Polity.

The Seminar assists professors of every discipline from a wide range of colleges and universities in relating their teaching to broad issues of citizenship and civil society. This seminar addresses what it believes is the central need of a liberal arts institution's faculty: to exchange ideas with colleagues from other colleges and disciplines while probing the fundamental values that underlie their teaching.  The fee for 2008 is $2800, including meals, lodging, and reading materials which are sent out six weeks prior to the seminar.   Faculty who are interested in being nominated for this Seminar will need to submit a Faculty Development grant for funding.
The John W. Kluge Center offers a number of research opportunities at the Library of Congress:  Henry Alfred Kissinger Chair in Foreign Policy and International Relations; Kluge Fellowships; David B. Larson Fellowship in Health and Spirituality; The Kislak Fellowships in American Studies; and The J. Franklin Jameson Fellowship in American History.  Additional information about these in-residency fellowships can be found at:  www.locgov/kluge.

The University of Illinois, Chicago, announces The Global Studies Conference, May 16-18, 2008.  The Conference will include numerous paper, workshop and colloquium presentations by practitioners, teachers and researchers. A Call for Papers has been issued and presenters may choose to submit written papers for publication in the fully-refereed Global Studies Journal. Virtual registrations are also available which allow for the submission of a paper for refereeing and possible publication in this Journal, as well as access to the electronic version of the Conference proceedings.  The deadline for the next round in the call for papers (a title and short abstract) is February 14, 2008. Proposals are reviewed within four weeks of submission. Full details of the Conference, including an online proposal submission form, are to be found at the Conference website - http://www.GlobalStudiesConference.com 

III
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Paul Anderson (Mathematics & Computer Science) and Mark Meerschaert have a paper in the Journal of Multivariate Analysis, Volume 99, Issue 1, Pages 94-116 (January 2008). The paper is entitled "Innovations algorithm asymptotics for periodically stationary time series with heavy tails." 

Craig Bieler (Chemistry) and Natalie McKinney ('06) were co-authors with researchers from the University of California, Irvine, and the Institute of Mathematical and Physical Fundamentals (Madrid, Spain) on a paper entitled "Time and frequency resolved dynamics of ArBr2" published in October in the Journal of Chemical Physics. 

Claudia Diaz (Library) served as the Volunteer Coordinator for the Michigan Library Association's annual conference, November 6-9, 2007, in Lansing.  This task involved finding and training approximately 50 volunteers to perform a variety of different tasks during the conference.

Jahn Hakes (Economics & Management) co-authored a paper with Raymond D. Sauer of Clemson University that appeared in the November 2007 issue of the International Journal of Sport Finance.  "The Moneyball Anomaly and Payroll Efficiency: A Further Investigation" uses regression analysis to determine how quickly Major League Baseball teams changed their hiring practices to incorporate new knowledge on player productivity made possible through improvements in data collection and analytical methods.

Darren Mason (Mathematics & Computer Science) collaborated on the paper “On Predicting Nucleation of Microcracks Due to Slip-Twin Interactions at Grain Boundaries in Duplex g -TiAl” with T.R. Bieler, D. Kumar, & M.A. Crimp (all of Chemical Engineering & Materials Science at Michigan State University), and P. Eisenlohr, F. Roters & D. Raabe (all of Max-Planck-Institut für Eisenforschung – Düsseldorf, Germany), which has been accepted by the ASME publication The Journal of Engineering Materials and Technology.
Sam McIlhagga (Music) was invited to guest conduct the Lenawee County High School Honor Band, November 10-11.  Talented high school students from across the county were selected by their directors to participate in this two day event. McIlhagga rehearsed the honor band and conducted them in a culminating concert featuring the music of Dmitri Shostakovich, Thomas Duffy, and Robert Jager to name a few.

Jocelyn McWhirter (Religious Studies) presented a paper entitled "Luke's Use of Mark and the Septuagint to Portray Jesus and Peter as Prophets" at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature, November 16-20, in San Diego, California.  Jocelyn's review of Renewing Tradition: Studies in Texts and Contexts (edited by Mark H. Hamilton et al.) was published in the most recent edition of The Catholic Biblical Quarterly.

Marcy Sacks (History) was interviewed by the New York Times for an article about Manhattan's old San Juan Hill neighborhood, an area that once housed the city's black Bohemia.  She will later travel to New York to help create a video and podcast about the region.  She also has been asked to write two pieces for The Essential Lincoln: A Political Encyclopedia, forthcoming from the Congressional Quarterly Press.  Her three contributions to the Encyclopedia of African American History (forthcoming from Oxford University Press) have been accepted for publication.
Mareike Wieth (Psychology) presented work with students at the annual meeting of the Psychonomic Society in Long Beach, CA, November 15-18.  Wieth presented a poster co-authored by senior Cam Harris entitled "Time of Day Effects on Insight problem solving."  
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